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Field Crops Newsletter:

October 5, 2002

In General:
We finally got some rain, but I believe that most people will agree these two hurricanes brought more water
than we needed. Over the seven county area, amounts seem to range from around five inches to over ten. In most
cases, the totals decreased as the storm moved north, but there were exceptions. You folks who were able to get
most or all of your cotton out before the storms are very fortunate. Some were able to squeeze a day or more of
harvesting between the storms. I am certainly glad that a good sample of the crop did get harvested before the rain;
we can at least have a comparison to evaluate the effect of the storm on quality and yield.
I’ve had to slow down on the farm visits because of limited travel funds. Our travel allowances were not
announced until recently, and by that time I had used almost a third of my yearly amount. If anyone knows where I
can find a cheap vehicle that gets 50 MPG let me know. I have managed to meet most of you, and I intend to meet
the rest of you as soon as opportunities present themselves. In the meantime, call me if I can be of any help to you.
My office phone number is
.
Cotton:

Like most of you, I have watched the weather all year. Most of the nation, particularly the Cotton Belt, has
been dry. Only our area was blessed with adequate rainfall to give us good crops. Dry areas have been “painted”
brown on the map most of the summer while most of our area has been green. It’s ironic that here at the end of the
season rain has become our nemesis. While their problems will be low yield, ours will likely be low quality caused
by excessive rain at the wrong time.
Although this will be “academic”, it will be interesting to see how our present situation affects all the
different scenarios we have on farms around the area. Weather damage will affect each set of conditions differently,
with contributing factors being amount of rain, drainage, variety, fertility (nitrogen rate in particular), stage of the
crop, degree of defoliation, type of defoliant/boll opener used, tillage system, and others.
Obviously, the amount of rain will be very important, combined with the way it fell, and whether it came
with wind. Drainage will affect harvesting, and in some cases will influence quality where water stood under the
crop. This will be a good time to evaluate how well varieties tolerate this kind of weather. We already know that
some of the varieties that have performed well in the trials are very susceptible to field deterioration; this will be our
chance to cull them. I intend to evaluate the varieties in the Durant variety location for visible signs of damage, and
the grades from this test will also reflect these traits.
The effects of nitrogen rate may be difficult to evaluate since those fields with high rates may have matured
later and may actually escape some of the damage. In general however, I expect to see more damage with higher
nitrogen rate because of increased susceptibility to rot. Stage of the crop will be a big factor since later fields and
varieties may escape some of the deterioration. Degree of defoliation, and type of products used will likely have
some interesting effects. Fields that were not defoliated may fare somewhat better than those that were. Fields that
were treated with a boll-opener and had large numbers of green cracked bolls may sustain more damage than those
that were left to open naturally. Tillage practices will have effects on the stage of maturity and the amount of boll
rot since splashed soil particles carry rotting organisms. No-till fields will likely be capable of supporting
equipment sooner than tilled fields. The value these things have will be in how it influences what we do in the
future. The lessons we learn should be carried forward to help in making management choices.
Corn:

Only a very few fields were not harvested when Isadore arrived. Most of you had good yields and quality.
This was more related to good rainfall than to anything you did or did not do. Keep this in perspective and
remember that dry areas of the nation had very poor yields this year. Some Corn Belt areas that commonly yield
180 to 220 bushels per acre harvested yields of 65 or less. We’ve had very good success with corn, but don’t let one
year like this when it does well while cotton has problems cause you to change your rotation system significantly.

Varieties performed very differently this year. Our old favorites continued to do well, but new varieties ran
the gamut from looking great to falling apart. Stalk strength and susceptibility to marginal pH and potash level have
been the big revelations. Many of the new “race horses” just don’t have the ability to tolerate marginal fertility that
is a reality in our area. We know that these factors affect yield, but when the crop lodges as a result of these
problems an unproven variety can be a disaster. I’ve seen fields that should have yielded 120 bu./ac. or more that
have lodged so severely that harvesting is almost impossible.
Soybeans:
In general, yields have been pretty good, but diseases were a big problem. Fungicide applications did
appear to help, but I will be interested to see how the economic analysis of applications made to SMART program
fields looks. “Secondary” insects like three-cornered alfalfa hoppers, stem borers, and stinkbugs did a lot of
damage, but worms were not as big a problem as we had expected.
Evaluate closely the idea of growing soybeans in 2003 in light of the fact that soybean rust may arrive here
next year. This disease is in South America, and “experts” expect it to be found here “soon”. Reports from affected
areas suggest that yields may be decreased 60 to 80 percent. This news may drive soybean prices up since many
will not want to pay for the multiple fungicide applications that are the only known way to control this disease.
Northern soybean growing areas may escape the disease, but it will likely cause big problems in the South.
Wheat:

Increasing prices for wheat have encouraged many of you to plant this crop. We have some excellent
varieties, but some of them may be in short supply. Management and weather, not variety, are usually the factors
limiting yields here. Any of a dozen or more varieties will do well with good drainage, soil fertility, weed control,
insect control, and disease control. A fairly dry spring has proven to be one of the biggest factors in growing high
yielding wheat, and we can’t control that. No-till planting can help by preventing the soil from becoming anaerobic
after heavy rains. There is normally plenty of oxygen in undisturbed soil to keep nitrogen available to roots.
The Farm Bill:
Hopefully most of the “bugs” have been worked out of the Ag Econ computer program to help you make
the decision on updating bases and yields. You will need actual 1998 through 2001 acres in each crop and the yields
for these years, as well as your current 2002 acres. You can access this program at:

AgEcon.msstate.edu/FarmPolicy/decision.php.
When you get to the website, click on “Spreadsheet 1” and plug in your data. You can also find it through the
Extension website MSUcares.com by selecting “Departments”, then Ag Econ, and then Farm Policy. This
is an Excel program, and it will make the calculations as you go. You will get projected payments for the four
options and for the different selections you can make within options. We will be available to help, and FSA offices
are supposed to have the program available for you to use at their offices. The best advice I can give you is to avoid
rushing to make your selection. Changes in interpretation are still being made, and this will likely continue for a
while. Local and regional meetings will be held to help you as well; make it a priority to attend. You will be
notified as these are scheduled.
In Summary:
From reports I have heard, most of the area crop is still in “fair” condition. Let’s do our best to get it out as
soon as possible. Looks like we will be able to see how well the new farm bill takes care of situations like this
sooner than we had planned. Call if I can be of help to you. You can reach me directly at
, or by
calling your county’s Extension Office. God Bless all of you and God Bless America. Thanks for your time.
Sincerely,

Ernest H. Flint, Ph.D., CCA
Area Agent - Agronomy

